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Participants will become aware of: 

◦ the tools available that can assist in  
uncovering related parties and fraud

◦ how the tools have been used in SGA 
fraud and forensic audits



 Enhance the Risk Assessment process 
in the procurement and payroll area 
for  relationships/conflicts of interest



o Executive Director Samuel Bernstein, Special Education 
Associates, Inc.   

oPaid his wife $610,000 as Assistant Executive Director 
while she was a full time CUNY Professor

oPlead guilty to defrauding the government (Class E Felony)

oPaid $610,000 in restitution

oAssistant Exec Dir/wife - resign from CUNY

oPled guilty to misdemeanor Offering a False Instrument for 
Filing in the 2nd Degree



◦ Exec Director’s relative awarded contract, not low bidder, 
bid received 8 months late

◦ Board Chairman’s company installed a security system at 
school, not bid

◦ Eight cars purchased from a BM’s dealership, not bid 

◦ Personal Benefit – $15,000 in rent for California residence 
of Exec Director’s son (fraud)



 LexisNexis Accurint Software
 NYS Department Of State
 NYC Vendor Search (Vendex)
 NYC ARCIS (property records)
 Whitepages Neighborhood
 Reverse Phone Directory
 Wayback Machine
 SeeThroughNY
 VERIS
 Zoominfo.com
 NYS Inmate Population Search



Utilize data analysis to identify

Key staff 

Key vendors

Key transactions





Used for fraud detection

 Do persons, businesses, and addresses exist?

 Who owns what? 

 Identifies relationships between individuals and/or 
businesses

 Is someone living beyond means (high value assets)?

 Are there huge debts (motive for fraud)?

 Identifies people and business AKAs





People Search

Business Search









Motive for Fraud



Spouse (maiden name)
Adult Children (with spouses)
Parents
Siblings
Cousins





Web-based Tools



 The Corporation and Business Entity Database 
includes: 
◦ Businesses 

◦ Not-for-profit corporations

◦ Limited partnerships

◦ Limited liability companies 

◦ Limited liability partnerships 

◦ Other miscellaneous businesses

dos.ny.gov/corps/bus_entity_search.html







Data sorted by Dept ~ Repairs and Maintenance
All payments between $5,000 and $15,000
Three informal bids



Analysis of Bid Patterns









http://www.nyc.gov/html/vendorsearch/home.html

 Information on vendors and their 
principals doing business with New York 
City

 Search by

 entity name 

 principal name

http://www.nyc.gov/html/vendorsearch/home.html














http://neighbors.whitepages.com/
http://neighbors.whitepages.com/














 The Wayback Machine is a digital time capsule
created by the Internet Archive, a non-profit 
organization. 

 The service enables users to see archived versions 
of web pages across time.

 Back to 1996

http://archive.org/web/web.php

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_capsule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_Archive
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_page






 Web Portal used to share, analyze and compare 
data from counties, cities, towns, villages, school 
districts and public authorities throughout New 
York

 Sponsor: Empire Center for New York State 
Policy—Part of Manhattan Institute for Policy 
Research (non-profit)







VERIS is a web-based program which verifies the 
validity of Social Security Numbers

VERIS  flags numbers as invalid that:

 Belong to deceased persons

 Were never assigned

 Do not have the correct format



 Provides comprehensive profile on over 5 
million businesses & 50 million employees

 Searchable- by name, job title, company 
name/URL, industry keywords/SIC Codes, 
City/State/Zip

 Information on:
◦ Past employment history
◦ Companies owned or associated with
◦ Boards that individuals are on
◦ Family members
◦ Business associates



Zoominfo.com









 On-line dating service

 Victoria Secret

 Tattoo removal 

 Groceries

 Cell phones for family members

 Ticketmaster/Broadway show tickets

 Prescription drugs

 Spa and hair services

 Home entertainment system ($12,000)

 High-end children’s furniture

 Personal loan interest



 Example 
Not-for-Profit ComLinks, Inc. Exec. Director Nancy Reich 

Credit card charges included:

 Country Club Golf membership 

 Expensive meals and food 

 Gifts and flowers

 Day spa visits

 Travel expenses for personal travel/created mini-vacations



Questions??


